Cambridge
Practice Tests for
First Certificate
1

SELF-STUDY EDITION

‘Paul Carne
Louise Hashemi and
Barbara Thomas

=8 CAMBRIDGE

&5 UNIVERSITY PRESS



PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA

10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, VIC 3166, Australia

Ruiz de Alarcon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org
© Cambridge University Press 1996

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1996
Seventh printing 2001

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

ISBN 0 521 49895 3 Student’s Book

ISBN 0 521 49896 1 Self-study Student’s Book
ISBN 0 521 49897 X Teacher’s Book

ISBN 0 521 49898 8 Class Cassette Set



Contents

Thanks vi
Acknowledgements vii
Introduction 1

Study notes

Paper 1 4

Paper 2 9

Paper 3 12

Paper 4 17

Paper 5 20

FCE topics 28
Taking the exam 29

The Practice Tests

Test 1 34
Test 2 60
Test 3 86
Test 4 112

Keys and Tapescripts

Test 1 137
Test 2 151
Test 3 161
Test 4 171

Visual materials for the Speaking Test

Sample answer sheets 181

centre pages



Introduction

What is FCE?

The First Certificate in English (FCE) is an examination at intermediate level
which is offered by UCLES (the University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate). This book contains four practice tests which are very similar to the
exam. You can use them to help you prepare for FCE. If you want more
information about FCE and you cannot find it in this book, you should write to
UCLES, 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU, England.

FCE consists of five papers, each carrying 20 per cent of the total marks.

Paper 1 Reading

You have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer the questions on the answer sheet
provided. There are four parts, each containing a text and some questions. You
are asked different kinds of questions in each part. There are 35 questions
altogether.

Paper 2 Writing

You have 1 hour 30 minutes to write your answers on the answer sheet
provided. You have to answer two questions. There is no choice in Part 1 but in
Part 2 you can choose between four questions. One of these is about set books
and you will only be able to answer this if you have prepared for it.

Paper 3 Use of English

You have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer the questions on the answer sheet
provided. There are five different tasks which test your understanding and
control of English grammar and vocabulary. There are 65 questions altogether.

Paper 4 Listening

You have 40 minutes to listen and answer the questions on the answer sheet
provided. There are four parts — two parts contain long texts and the other two
contain several short texts. You are asked different kinds of questions in each
part. There are 30 questions altogether.

Paper 5 Speaking

The Speaking Test lasts for about 15 minutes. You take this test with another
candidate. There are two examiners but only one takes part in the conversation
with you. You will talk to the other candidate as well as to the examiner.

At the back of this book are examples of the answer sheets used in the exam.
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When should | take the FCE exam?

If you already know something about Cambridge examinations, it is fairly easy
to decide if you are ready for FCE. If you have passed the Preliminary English
Test (PET), you will need about another 200 hours of active study, that is, about
five hours a week for a year (either in a classroom or on your own) before you
are ready to take FCE. This is an average and how long it takes you will depend
on how hard you work, how quickly you learn, etc.

If you have not taken PET, look at Test 1 in this book. Try doing Paper 1 Part
2, Paper 3 Part 2 and Paper 4 Part 1. Check your answers in the Key. You need
to average around 60 per cent across all five papers to be sure of passing FCE,
although your score may be higher in some papers and lower in others.

Remember that FCE is not an elementary exam. If you are going to pass, you
need to be fairly confident about English in all the following areas — reading,
writing, listening, grammar, vocabulary and speaking. You need to be able to
use and understand the main structures of English and a wide range of
vocabulary and be able to communicate with English-speaking people in a range
of social situations. People who pass FCE are usually considered to be ready to
begin using English at work or for study.

What will | need in order to study for FCE?

You will need:

® A good English/English dictionary and a reliable modern reference grammar
of English. There are excellent dictionaries and grammar reference books
available which are specially written for students of English as a foreign
language.

® A cassette recorder to play the cassettes which contain the listening tests. If
you like music, you can use it to play songs in English on cassette and try
listening to the words. Many cassettes and CDs have the words printed with
them so you can look at the words while listening. You can also buy

~ recordings of books on cassette read by famous actors.

You will find useful:

® An up-to-date translating dictionary (English/your language).

® A radio to listen to English-language programmes. For details of British
overseas broadcasts, write to The BBC, Bush House, PO Box 76, The Strand,
London WC2 4PH. Ask about programmes aimed at people studying
English, as well as the usual programmes. It may also be possible to hear
American or Australian radio stations in your area. Go to the local library or
contact the local Consulates of English-speaking countries to find out.

® A video recorder so that you can watch English language films.

® English-speaking friends to practise with. Make the most of any chance to
talk to people whose first language is English, but it is also very helpful to
speak English with your friends. Remember most people who learn English
use it to communicate with other people who are also learners.

® An English-speaking penfriend. If you cannot find a penfriend whose first
language is English, try exchanging letters in English with friends who may be
studying English in another town.



Introduction

® Magazines, newspapers and stories in English if you can find them. There are
also series of simplified readers specially written for foreign learners which
will help you improve your reading and vocabulary.

How should | organise my studying?

® Be realistic. Don’t plan to do more than you can, you will only disappoint
yourself. :

® Don’t plan to give up all your free time to studying. Studying hard for one
hour four times a week can be very effective. In fact, short sessions are best,
because your memory won’t get tired, and so you will remember what you
study.

® Try to study in a quiet place so that you can concentrate well.

® Be organised. Write out a timetable and follow it. Spend a few minutes of
each study period revising what you did last time.

What does this book contain?

This book is divided into four parts:

Study notes

This part goes through each paper, explaining and describing the different
questions. There are suggestions about how to answer the questions and how to
prepare for the exam.

Taking the exam
This part contains practical information and advice about taking the exam.

The Practice Tests

This part contains the practice papers, which are like the real ones in the exam.
There are four practice tests, each one containing five papers (Reading, Writing,
Use of English, Listening, Speaking) as in the exam.

The Keys and Tapescripts

This part contains all the answers to the tests and the complete tapescript for the
Jlistening papers. For Paper 2 (Writing) there are example composition answers
for Test 1 and example composition plans for Tests 2, 3 and 4.



Study notes

Paper 1 Reading

The texts on Paper 1 come from a range of English-language publications —
newspapers, magazines, stories, leaflets, instructions, advertisements. Try to
read as much as you can in English so you get used to texts of different kinds.
There are always four texts. At first it may seem that there is a lot to read but,
when you look at the questions, you will realise that you do not need to
understand every word.

You can get an idea of what a text is going to ) be about by looking at the way
it is laid out on the page, the way it is printed, the headings and any
illustrations. These things will all help you when you start to read the text.
Before you begin to answer the questions, always read the instructions
carefully. Each part of the test asks you to do something different so make
sure you have understood all the instructions before you begin. This book
will give you practice in the reading tasks you may meet in the exam.

Look at the examples in Parts 1, 3 and 4 where you are shown what to do.

If you don’t understand part of a text or a particular word, try to guess by
looking at the words around it, but don’t spend too long on it. Leave it and
come back to it later as you may find it easier to understand when you have
read the rest of the text. Remember you may not even need to understand it
to answer the questions.

Practise doing the paper in the time allowed so you do not need to rush any
parts in the exam.

Practise transferring your answers to the answer sheet. In the exam, it is
better to do this while you are doing the test rather than leave it till the end. If
you don’t do this, you might run out of time, and have no answers to hand in.
If you don’t know, always guess — you may be right!



Part 1

Paper 1 Reading

Part 1 is always a matching exercise — matching paragraphs in a text to either
headings (see below) or summary sentences (e.g. Test 2 Part 1). The example
below is a headings exercise. The paragraphs in the text are numbered 1-7.
There are always six or seven questions plus the example. The first paragraph is
the example (0) and is done for you. The headings or summary sentences appear
in a box before the text and each one has a letter (A-I). The last letter is always
the answer to the example. There is always one extra heading or summary

sentence which does not fit anywhere.

® Read the headings first. Then read the text through once. Now go back to the
beginning and, after you have read each paragraph, try to match it with its
heading. If you are not sure, leave a blank or put a question mark on your

question paper.

® If you think two answers fit one question, note them both on the question
paper. When you have finished, go back to the beginning and read the text
again, this time choosing and checking your final answers. Then transfer

them to the answer sheet.

Practice Test 1

PAPER 1 READING (1 hour 15 minutes)

You are going to read a newspaper articie about children’s safety. Choose the
rmost suitable heading from the list (A=) for each part (1-T) of the article. There is
one extra heading which you do not need to use. There is an example at the
beginning (0).

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

Paper 1 Reading

Dangers off the road too
Trial period

Not what it appears to be
Dangerous driving
Dangers of fuel

First of many?

Learning to judge

Funds from industry

- xT o mmoU o w »

Danger in the city

Crash courses

It is a typical urban scene. Two cars are parked
close together at the kerbside and a child is
attempting 10 cross the road from between them.
Down the street, another car looms. Houses flank
the pavements and around the comer there is a
brightly-it petrol station.

It is all extraordinarily cealistic. but it is unreal
For the difference between this and thousands of
similar locations throughout the country is that
this street is indoors — it is a mock-up designed by
studio set-builders from Anglia Television.

We are standing inside a converted warchouse in
Milton Keynes, home of a project which is the
blueprint for an exciting new way of teaching
children safety awareness. especially road safety.
It is called Hazard Alley. If the centre proves
successful and, having visited it, I am convinced it
will, then ts imaginative approach could easily be
copied throughout the country.

The project was started by the local authority in |-

conjunction with the police. The finance came
from commercial sponsorship by companies
including Coca-Cola, Volkswagen and Anglia
TV. There is already a catchy cartoon character
fmascot for the centre: Haza, the Hazard Alley cat.

A novel setting for children to be taught and

practise a wide range of safety topics, Hazard
Alley takes its name from the dark alleyway in the
centre of the converted warhouse which links the
urban street scene and a series of country sets that
focus on rural safety. As well as road drill,
children are tutored in home safety and how to
avoid trouble in playgrounds, parks, alleyways,
near railways and on farmland.

In the street scene, children practise the safe way
10 cross a road, including coping with parked
vehicles, and are given a practical understanding
of how long it takes a car to stop when travelling
at 30 mph. Could the car they see looming down
the road stop in time if a child stepped out
between the parked cars? No, it would be through
that wall at the end before it finished braking, 23
metres after the driver started 10 brake.

On the mock-up petrol station forecourt, provided

by Shell, the youngsters leam the dangers when
filling a vehicle with petrol. They discuss car fires.
the flammability of differcnt components, why the
car's engine must be switched off and why
smoking and using a car phone are illegal on a
garage forecourt.

Hazard Alley is gearing up for its official opening,
and the local schools which have experienced it so
far have been testing out the centre before it
launches into a full programme of group visits. It
is already proving immensely popular. Eventually
it may open to individual family groups. When
that happens, it will be well worth a day trip:
children will love it and they could leam
something which may save their lives.




Study notes

Part 2

This is always a multiple choice exercise — there are seven or eight questions
which have four-choice answers. You must choose A, B, C or D as the correct

answer.

Read the text first. Try to get a general idea of what it is about. Try to

understand as much as possible of the detail while you are reading but, if
there are parts you do not understand, do not spend lots of time on them as

they may not be tested.

Look at the first question and find the part of the text which it refers to. Read
that section again and answer the question. Only one of the choices is correct.
Most of the questions test detailed understanding of the text but one or two
test whether you understand the relation between words and phrases in one
part of the text. For example, to answer question 9 below, find the word ‘it’
and read the text around it (several sentences) to decide exactly what it refers

to.

The questions all come in the order of the information in the text but one
question (usually the last) may test your understanding of the complete text,

e.g. question 15 below.
When you have finished, transfer your answers to the answer sheet.

Test 2

You are going to read a newspaper article about a television presenter called Sue
Barker. For questions 818, choose the answer (A, B, € or D) which you think fits

best according to the text.

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

'UE BARKER, the former tennis star,
is to present the BBC TV Sports
Programme Grandsiand this summer.

The BBC will shortly announce her pro-
motion to one of television’s top sports
posts, confirming a i ¢ media ranks
that has been almost as rapid as her progress
up the ladder of international tennis in the
1970s.

It is a remarkable comeback to national
fame for a woman originally known for being
the girlfriend of & pop star and for being a
British player who won the French Open
tennis tousrnament.

Her new media career is already very suc-
«cessful. It had a sudden beginning. A succes-
sion of injuries and a fall in her ranking from
16th to 63rd caused her to announce her
retirement from the game in a dramatic on-
court speech at the Australian Open touna-
ment in 1984.

“I took the car back to my hotel where a
‘message was waiting for me to ring & TV sta-
tion in Sydney. I thought, “Oh God, not
another interview”, but they agked me to
come and start on their sports programme
the next day to give expert comment. There
was no training, nothing.’

There was no training either when David
Hill, then head of sport on Sky TV, recruited
her two years ago to be one of the presenters
on its Saturday sports programme.

“I turned up and was told my first broad-
cast was in a few minutes’ time. It was a clas-
sic, absolutely awful. I rartled through it, it
wasn’t even making sense, and then I was
left for the last four seconds just smiling at
the camera.

“It was the longest four seconds of my life.
Afrerwards 1 said I wanted to give up, but
David said, “You've only made two mis-

takes, I never sack anyone until they've made
three”. So I carried on doing five-minute
slots — the sports news round-ups — which
proved to be very good on-the-job training.
Then came the approach from the BBC."

While Sky took a quiet pride in the fact
that the BBC wanted to sign up its star, its
annoyance at losing Barker was understand-
able. It had allowed the BBC to have her for
the tennis season and offered @ half-and-half
arrangement when the BBC wanted to sign
‘her full-time - but the BBC was not interest-
ed. Sam Chisholm, Sky’s chief executive,
decided to take legal action.

In the BBC’s tennis team, the strengths of
Sue Barker were immediately obvious. She
offered a number of technical insights, not
just into the game but into the players’ men-
tal state, and was not afraid to be critical of
those on the court who are still friends, a rare
quality among the large number of former
sports stars that fill the BBC commentary
boxes.

For Barker, being a critic was not always
easy, especially as she mixed socially with the
players, They did sometimes get upset about
it. ‘Martina Navratilova watches everything,
absolutely everything, and she came up to
me quite angry one day, saying “I heard you,
I heard what you said about Steffi Graf”. But
I will tell them exactly why I thought they
weren't playing well, compare their perfor-
mance with & previous one and, if they can
honestly say to me they did play well, then |
will apologise.”

Having been angry at some of the criti-
cism of her during her 13 years of playing
international tennis, she feels she can tam
that knowledge to good use. ‘T know what
hurts and what doesn’t hurt, and athletes
tend to trust other athletes.”

‘What does the writer say about Sue Barker’s career?

A She took along time to become famous as a tennis star.
B Sheis better known as a TV presenter than a tennis star.
€ She obtained an important TV job after a short time.

D She has tried a career in pop music.

What does ‘it' in line 10 refer to?
A her tennis career

B her comeback

€ hersuccessonTV

D herfame

She became a sports commentator because

A she was advised to do 50 by tennis experts.

B an Australian TV channel suggested it,

C she decided she would prefer it to tennis.

D she was tired of being interviewed by other people.

What happened when she presented a Saturday sports programme?

A She made a better impression than she expected.

B The TV company liked the way she smilad at the camera.
C  She talked for too long and too fast.

D The boss wasn't sure whether to sack her or not.

How did Sky TV feel when the BBC employed her?
A They tuned down the offer to share her.

B They were glad for her sake.

€ They did not want to lose her.

D They had expected this to happen.

How is she different from other sports commentators?
A She still has a lot of friends in the game.

B She has very goad technical background.

€ She finds it difficult to praise the players.

D She speaks the truth about friends.

What does she feel she can offer as a sports commentator?
A She can give athletes advice on dealing with the camera.
B She can make comments which athletes accept.

€ She can help athletes to get on with each other.

D She can attract new viewers 1o sports programmes.

This article was written about Sue Barker because

A sheis going to be in the public view alot.

B there is a court case between Sky TV and the BBC.
€ she has recently given up tennis.

D awell-known tennis star was recently upset by her.

Paper 1 Reading




Part 3

Paper 1 Reading

This is always a gapped text — either gapped sentences or gapped paragraphs.
There are six or seven questions plus an example. In a gapped sentence
exercise, one sentence has been removed from every paragraph of a text and you
have to fit them back where they belong (e.g. Test 3 Part 3).
In a gapped paragraph exercise; a number of paragraphs have been removed
from a text and you have to fit them back where they belong (see below).

The sentences or paragraphs which have been removed are in a box which
comes after the text. Each gap in the text has a number (1, 2, 3, etc.) and each
sentence/paragraph in the box has a letter (A, B, C, etc.). The first gap in the text
is labelled 0 and is the example, so it is done for you. There is one extra
sentence/paragraph in the box, which does not fit anywhere.

Read through the main text to get a general idea of what it is saying.

Then read the sentences/paragraphs in the box. Notice anything about them
which makes them different from each other, e.g. some may be in the past
tense, some in the present tense.
Go back to the text and look at the first gap. Look at the sentences before and
after the gap and decide what information is needed to join them together.
Now look at the sentences/paragraphs in the box again and try to find the one
which fits. If you can’t decide, leave that one and come back to it later as
some of the other gaps may be easier.
When you are happy with your answers, transfer them to the answer sheet.

Test 1

You are going to read a magazine article about a woman who goes gliding. Seven
paragraphs have been removed from the article. Choosa from the paragraphs
(A-H) the one which fits each gap (16~21). There is one extra paragraph which you
do not need to use. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

IN PERSON

Twelve months 2go, it was Lyn Ferguson who
had the honour of cutting the ribbon to
declare our Oakham Distribution Centre and
offices open.

‘Then, there are 10 km flights (straight out and
back to the beginning), and 300 km flights,

which show navigation skills. They're flown in
atriangle starting and finishing at the airfield.’

*Once, when I'was in Australia, I lost height

‘I had my fiest glider flight when I was sixteen,
but it wasn’t until January 1986 that I took it
up seriously. My boys had gone to school, T
had lots of spare time and I thought, ‘Whatam
1going to do?' It just so happened that Thad
the opportunity to goup in a glideras a
passenger to see if  liked it. [ did.”

whilst 2300 km flight and had to
selecta field to land in. Luckily, I spotted a
field with a tractor in it and was able to land
there. I think the farmer was pretty surprised
when a glider suddenly landed next to him!
He did et me use his phone, though

“When you have a student who's finding things

‘Really, it's very easy. All you need is
coordination. The average person needs about
60 flights before they can go solo, completely
alone, which sounds a lot, but the average
instruction flight only takes around eight
minutes, so training doesn’t take long. T once
did cleven trips in a day when [ was training.

"Well, once you've done it alone, you can
register with the British Gliding Association,
then work towards your Bronze Badge. Each
badge after that is about height, distance and
endurance.

difficult, them that they can do
it. When they do, they're so pleased with
¢hemselves. When you land and they say *I can
doit", it's brilliant.”

'Flying is the main part, but there are other
angles too. Gliding is like everything clsc.
What you put in is what you get out. It's all
about team work too. Everybody mucks in to
push gliders around, pull cables in and
generally help out. You can’t do it on your
own. 've met people in gliding from all walks
of life, from lots of different countries, that I
‘would never have met if [ didn’t go gliding.”
S0, next time you see a glider soaring
overhead, it may well be Lyn flying her way to
another badge or, knowing her love of the
sport, just gliding for the sheer fun of it.

Paper 1 Reading

After eight years' gliding experience, Lyn
has achieved her Bronze and Silver
Badges and is an Assistant Rated
Instructor. She hopes to go on and earn
more badges, s well s becoming a Full
Rated Instructor in the future. Her role as
an instructor provides her with some of
gliding's most rewarding moments.

To those of us on the ground gazing up,
the pilot's skills are there for all to see, as
the glider soars cffortiessly on the warm
air thermals. Lyn is not one to boast about
her training though.

But for all the achicvement of solo flight,
glider pilots have to work for one
another, and this is another side of gliding
that Lyn enjoys and appreciates.

Sowith the first solo flight behind you,
what's next?

x

Lyn thinks for a moment when she’s asked
if she’s ever had any emergencies to
contend with.

Asaresult, a friend of hers flew in a glider
alongside her along the Innsbruck Valley
atmountain top height ... that's around
seven thousand, four hundred feet.

To get the Silver, for example, you have to
getover 1,000 m in height, complete a
five-hour ftight and then 2 50 km flight to
adesignated airfield.

As PAto our Managing Director, Lyn has
10 be pretty levekheaded, but in her spare
time, she likes nothing better than to have
her head in the clouds, indulging in her
passion for gliding.
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Part 4

This is always a multiple matching exercise
with between 13 and 15 questions. You are
asked to find different pieces of information in
the text. There may also be a multiple choice
question at the end which tests your
understanding of the text as a whole. Part 4
may look harder than some of the other parts
of the paper because there are so many
questions but they are usually quicker to do
than multiple choice or gapped text questions.
The text may also look long but you do not
usually need to understand every word.

® Read the questions first and then look
through the text trying to find the answers.
You do not need to understand every word.
When you have found the answer, note it
down. If you are unsure, put a question
mark beside it so that you can go back and
check it later when you have done the other
questions and know the text better.

e Transfer your answers to the answer sheet.

Test 1

You are going to read some information about airports in Britain. For questions
22-35, choose from the airports (A-H). Some of the airports may be chasen more
than once. When more than one answer is required, these may be given in any
order. There is an example at the beginning (0),

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

Which airport:

does not sell anything to read?

has shops which sell highly-priced goods?

seems to have put its seating in the wrong place?

makes it very easy for passengers to find their way

through?

has its shops spread out?

has a departure lounge which s not very impressive?

has a badly-situated café?

changes its range of food according to the season?

has an unexpectedly disappolnting range of shops?

has a good view of the planes?

has facilties for people who are travefling for work?

needs modernising?

Paper 1 Reading

Which airport?

dep

The choice of where to fly from has never ~ the runway and lots of seating away from the
been greater, particulaly for those flyingon ~ shoppingarea.

a package holiday. For each airport, we looked
ac the facilities (e.g. restaurants, waiting
areas, exc.) offered before going through . - '
passport control (land-side) and after going ~ The check-in hall hasa h‘Eh 51355 roof which

hrough | ain-side). lets in natura] light. The café is at one end and
through passport control (sir-side) Jlightly separated from the res of the facilites,

which makes it much more pleasant. Therc's
also an up-market coffec shop. Hundreds of
seats - litle used when we visited despite the
passcngers crowded below — are available
upscairs. The departure lounge is bright and has
plenty of space, the cafeceria is pleasant.

The check-in hall is spacious and modern.
There are few land-side shops but the essentials
are available. A café with pine scaring and a
medium range of hot dishes and salads is
situated upstairs. There ar more facilities air-
side. The shops are clustered inco the cencral
part of the 500-metre long hall, and expensive
ranges are well represented. There’s plenty of
natural light from che windows that overlook

Passengers can walk in & stmgh! line from che
entrance, through the check-in to the monorail
that takes them to cheir planc. Land-side, B

Test 1

there’s a cluster of fast food outlers that sell
baked poratoss, American burgers and filled
rolls. All seating s in the same area away from
the check-in and shops. Theres a surprisingly
small number of shops considering Scansted's
claims to be a major London airpors, although
basic stores like a chemist and baokshop are
here. The large departure lounge has blue scats
and grey carpet. There's  large tax-free and
luxury goods shopping arca and a café

Avoid uavelhng from hete iFyou can. The

eck-in area is unpleasant with a
claustrophobic low roof and scores of pillars.
The upstairs café is noisy because it is next to
the music shop. The departure lounge is also too
small wich illuminated advertiscments hanging
from its low ceiling:

The large, low check-in hall is the least
impressive part of the terminal. Beyond that is a
pleasanc shopping mall with a wide range of
shops and snack bars. The self-service eating
arca has a good range of foods from steak and
chips co salads. There is also a more formal
estaurant mostly used for business lunches, The
departure lounge is large and bright.

The eating options range from a coffee shop to
a self-service restaurant, and a reasonable variery
of shops are scattered around the land-side arca
racher than being collected in one area. The air-
side food arrangements are mainly limited to
rolls and buns.

The check-in area isin a (ong, low building
where the roof is supported by a forest of pillars
which interrupt the line of vision, Therc’s a café
and bar upstairs along with a pizza restaurant
during the summer. The main eating area is
downstairs and mainly serves sandwiches and
cakes along with  hor dish of the day. The
departure lounge is pleasant with narural light
and plenty of dark blue scats. The Sherwood
Lounge has casy chairs and sofas and is aimed ac
commercial travellers

The facilities are simple and the decoration is
showing its age. Shopping is extremely limited
with only bare essentials available. There are no
books or magazines for sale. The restauranc is
unappealing. The tiny departure lounge is dark
and uninviting,




Paper 2 Writing

Paper 2 Writing

Each of your answers must be between 120 and 180 words. The exact
number is not important. The best thing to do is to measure your handwriting
when you are preparing for the exam, so that you know what 120 and 180
words in your writing look like. Once you know, you can avoid wasting
valuable time counting words during the actual exam.

The examiners do not expect your work to be perfect. Even the best students
make some mistakes when they write. However, you want to make as few as
possible. While you are practising for the exam, it may help you to know that
you can lose marks for the following:

¢ including inappropriate details (especially in Part 1)

® using material from the exam paper without adapting it to fit what you are
writing (especially in Part 1)

¢ leaving out important information

» work which is not clearly organised (for example, giving information in
the wrong order)

e incorrect style (for example, writing a job application as if you were
talking to a friend)

e incorrect grammar (especially repeated mistakes or mistakes that affect

meaning such as verb tenses)

bad spelling

bad punctuation

bad paragraphing

illegible handwriting

Try to set out your work tidily. If you need to change what you have written,
cross out the wrong words with a single line. Do not use brackets ( ) for this.

Part 1

In Part 1, there is no choice. Everyone has to do the same task, and it is always a
letter. It will not be a very formal business letter, but if it is addressed to someone
you do not know very well, or a stranger, it should not sound like a letter to a
friend. On the exam paper you will see up to three short texts such as
advertisements, letters, notes, leaflets, diaries, timetables, notices. These texts
contain all the information you need for your letter. You must read the
instructions and these texts very carefully.

Check who you have to write to, why you are writing and what you must
include. This will help you to choose the right style, include everything you
should, and avoid adding unnecessary information. You can add ideas of
your own as well, provided they fit sensibly with those in the text. It is useful
to mark the exam paper with a pen or highlighter so that you can see which
information is important.

Then you should make a short plan (see example on page 138). This is
very important. If you have already put your ideas in order before you begin
to write, you can think carefully about your language and avoid mistakes.

It is not a good idea to copy out whole sentences from the texts on the



Study notes

question paper. Of course, you may need to
use some of the same words and phrases, but
you must take care that they fit the meaning,
and grammar of what you are writing (see
model answer on page 138).

® You do not have to include any addresses,
but you should begin and end in a suitable
way.

Part 2

In Part 2, there are five tasks, from which you
choose only one. The two choices in question 5
are related to the set books (see below). Do not
attempt to answer the set book questions in the
exam if you have not prepared for them. The
other tasks always include at least one letter,
report or application and at least one
description or story or discussion.

® In every case you are told what to write
(letter, story, etc.) and for whom you are
writing, but in this part, it is up to you to
decide on the details of the contents. Be
careful to follow the instructions exactly. If
you are given words for the beginning of a
story, do not change them, or put them in the
middle! If you are asked to write a report,
this does not have to be a very formal
business report. Just make sure that you
think carefully about who is going to read it
and what they want to learn from it. Include
only the sort of information and opinions
that are asked for.
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PAPER 2 WRITING (1 hour 30 minutes)

You must answer this question.

You are interested in attending a language course in England next summer.
You have seen the advertisement below. You have also talked to your English
teacher and she has suggested some things that you should check before
you register.

Read the advertisement beiow, together with your teacher's note. Then write
o the language school, asking for information about the points mentioned by
your teacher, and anything eise that you think is important.

SUMMER LANGUAGE COURSES

1¥s a great idea for you to
do a language course in
England.. Be careful to choose
a good school. When you
write, ask about these things:
- student numbers, ages

} e - details of sports programme
etc.
2 weeks, 3 weeks, 1 month - rcilisi
Beautiful English market town. Full sports - teachers’ qualifications
and social programme. Accommodation Lek me. know if you any

with friendly English families. Helpful
teachers. Small classes.
Full details from: Tan Lawrence,
‘The Smart School of English, High Street,
Little Bonnington

more help. Good luck!

Wiite a letter of between 120-180 words in an appropriate style on the next
page. Do not write any addresses.

Paper 2 Writing

Write an answer to one of the questions 2-5 In this part. White your answer in
120-180 words in an appropriate styls on the next page, putting the question
number in the box.

2 Anintemational young people’s magazine is investigating the question:
Do young people today really know what they want from fife?

Write a short article for this magazine on this topic based on your own
experience.

3 You have decided to enter this competition.

Exciting chance for writers!
Write a short story and win a Great Prize

Your entry must begin or end with the
following words:

No matter what people said about
Alex, | knew he was a true friend.

Wiite your story for the competition.

IS

‘You are attending a summer language course and have been asked to report
on a local leisure facility (e.9. cinemna, sports hafl, etc) for the benefit of
students attending the next course.

Write your report describing the facility and what it has to offer, and
commenting on its good and bad points.

@

Background reading texts

Answer one of the following two questions based on your reading of one of
the set books (see p.2). Wiite the title of the book next to the question number
box.

Either {a} Describe your favourite character in the book and explain what
you like about him/her.

or (b} Explain how the physical setting of the book is important to the
success of the story.




Paper 2 Writing

The tasks are always different in Parts 1 and 2, so even if you write two
letters, they will be quite different types.

® Again, it is very important to make a plan. As well as helping you to write
correct English, it will also allow you to discover in time if you have chosen
the wrong task for you. For example, you may realise that you do not
remember some essential vocabulary, or that you do not have enough ideas to
write about. You can quickly choose another one before you have wasted too
much time.

Using the Practice Tests for Paper 2

In the Key, you will find plans for the Part 1 and Part 2 tasks of Practice Test 1.
These are to help you judge the sort of thing you should write and how to
organise it.

First stage (Practice Test 1)

® check exactly what you have to do (who are you writing to? why are you

writing?)

mark the important parts of the task

write a plan

compare your plan with the one in the Key

make any changes you want to (remember, your plan may work just as well,

so only make changes if there is a clear need to do so)

write your answer (try to do this in about 30 minutes)

read your answer through carefully, looking for mistakes

® compare your answer with the model — what can you learn from it?
(remember, your answer may be very good, even though it is not the same)

Second stage (Practice Tests 2, 3 and 4)

check exactly what you have to do

mark the important parts of the task

write a plan

write your answer (try to do this in about 30 minutes)

read your answer through carefully, looking for mistakes

(for Part 1) compare your answer with the plan in the Key — what can you
learn from it? (remember, your answer may be very good, even though it is
not the same)

The set book questions

In Part 2 of Paper 2, there is a pair of questions about set books. If you have
read any of the set books, you may choose to do one of these instead of the
other questions in Part 2. The books change every two years. To find out which
titles are set when you are taking the exam, look in the regulations booklet or
write to UCLES (see page 1).

You do not have to read the set books, but it can be a good idea to do so. There
are several reasons for this:

e Reading will help your English in general.
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